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Extraordinary
HomEroom
It Is almost ImpossIble to ImagIne a world where 
hIghschoolers are not all about theIr cool 
outfIts, perfectly fashIonable haIr and makeup. 
they are constantly attacked by a storm of com-
mercIals, all tellIng them about how the Ideal 
person of the 21st century Is supposed to look, 
and what they are supposed to buy to become 
that person. do these teenagers even know the 
rIsks of buyIng knockoffs of a costly brand? do 
they realIze that the counterfeIt goods mIght 
cause rashes and allergIc reactIons? the natIon-
al board agaInst counterfeItIng (nbac) focused 
on thIs specIfIc age group, for a two month pro-
ject, offerIng specIal homeroom sessIons as an 
opportunIty to get In-depth InformatIon about 
beIng a conscIentIous consumer, the dangers of 
commercIally avaIlable counterfeIt products, 
and learnIng how to say no to bogus!

The nbac opened their ex-
hibition at the hungarian 
Intellectual property office 
(hIpo). The event generated 
a high level of interest, and 
in the previous weeks many 
schools have come to visit 
the exhibition space, where 
counterfeit objects are pre-
sented to the interested stu-
dents showcasing the world 
free of counterfeiting. The ex-
hibition was an absolute suc-
cess among students, the kids 
were delighted to participate 
in the interactive games and 
listen to the presentations.

The hIpo, with the assistance 
of the hIpavilon hungarian 
Intellectual property agen-
cy hosted 900 students from 
eight schools in the course 
of the project. The two-hour 
events featured presenta-
tions by intellectual property 
and copyright experts, as 
well as staff of the national 
tax and customs adminis-
tration (ntca), with the lec-
tures tailored to the students’ 
interests, supplemented by 
interactive exercises on five 
stations, the “pigging” desk 
where the students got first-
hand experience on how 
goods arriving in Hungary 
are inspected by ntca col-
leagues, at the “touch and 
feel” table they could learn 
how counterfeits can be 
identified. The unfailing shock 
each time was how many pat-
ents, trademarks and designs 

are needed for their favorite 
gizmos, the mobile phones, 
not even mentioning the soft-
wares affiliated with these. 
The rubik’s cube booth was 
popular even with the shy stu-
dents, and those interested in 
how much they had learned 
about intellectual property 
protection could test their 
knowledge at the interactive 
test station.

The main objective of the 
exhibition is to help students 
navigate the vast world of 
commerce, and give more in-
formation about the looming 
dangers, which, according to 
the feedback has been suc-
cessful.
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Students of Saint Benedict Secondary School Students of the Zsámbék St. John 
Baptist high school

 Students of the Padányi Biro Martin’s Roman 
Catholic High School, Vocational School of Health 

and Primary School

Students of saint benedict secondary 
school have also visited the exhibition, and 
their teacher, ms monika dobos, reflects:

„We really enjoyed ourselves, thanks again for 
the opportunity! If you have a similar program 
we will be keen to go! The students all said 
that they really liked everything, and many of 
them hadn’t known why it is dangerous to 
purchase goods from other than the original 
manufacturer. As soon as we were done, they 
already had a chance to put the new knowl-
edge to a test, as an older gentleman ap-
proached us on the way back, selling leather 
belts on the street.  We told him “we cannot 
buy these because we were just in the anti-
counterfeiting office that told us we ought 
not.” To this day they are convinced that the 
man was a spy put there to test them!” 

The opportunity of course was open for stu-
dents not from Budapest as well – the rad-
nóti high school of dunakeszi also sent a 
delegation of students to get “trained” on the 
dangers of counterfeiting. The initiative had 
been brought to life after a discussion earlier 
in this year. In 2014, during the valley of arts 
festival highschool teacher borbála kocsis-
pintér had an opportunity to take a closer 
look at the work the nbac and hIpavilon 
does at their tent there, and came up with 
the idea of the sort of interactive lecture the 
students would certainly be interested in.

In a country town, in veszprém, interested 
students of the padányi biro martin’s roman 
catholic high school, vocational school of 
health and primary school also had a chance 
to inspect the counterfeit items at the trave-
ling exhibition.


